A probability-based aid for teaching medical students a logical approach to diagnosis.
In this paper we present a method of teaching medical students a logical approach to diagnosis. By using the independent Bayes method, commonly employed in decision aids, students can be made aware of how information on each new symptom affects what is likely in the light of what is known already. This approach is used for the diagnosis of thoracic symptoms in patients with normal chest X-rays and an example is given. Extensions of the system to incorporate information from investigations and error costs are discussed.